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1155 217 Street NW

Washingten, DC 20581

Dear Ms. Webb:

The North Dakota Wheat Commission, representing 80 percent of the durum produced in the United
States, is concerned with the proposed changes to the durum futures contract at the Minneapolis Grain
Exchange. The Commission's primary function is to develop international and domestic markets for North

Dakota wheat. In this role we continually promote high quality standards for both producers and
customers,

North Dakota has developed a strong reputation for being a source of premium quality durum. N.D.
durum is sought for it’s high protein content, excellent color and strong mixing properties. Certainly,
environment can have an impact on specific quality parameters from year-to-year, but historically, N.D.

varieties, environment and producers have combined to produce durum that meets or exceeds industry
needs,

The proposed contract specification changes, although well intended to bring a greater degree of liquidity
to the market, could serve to diminish the quality perception of U.S. durum at a time when domestic and
international quality demands continue to increase. Specifically, the proposal to lower minimum protein
requirements to 12.5 percent from 13 percent would not be representative of durum produced in our state

and seems to be a needless change. Over the past ten years the average protein of the N.D. durum crop
has been 13.7 percent, more than sufficient to meet current contract specifications.

The North Dakota Wheat Commission urges you to carefully review the merit of the proposed changes to
the durum futures contract. It is imperative that the iong-term quality reputation for U.S. durum not be

unduly diminished in the process. iy
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Thank you for your time and consideration. .
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