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Timothy R. Elliott 

Executive Director and Associate General Counsel 
Legal Department 

 
September 6, 2013 
 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
Ms. Melissa Jurgens  
Office of the Secretariat 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
Three Lafayette Centre 
1155 21st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20581 
 
 

RE:  REVISED - Regulation 40.2(a) Self-Certification: Listing S&P MLP Index 
futures 

   CME Submission No. 13-369R 
 
Dear Ms. Jurgens: 
 
The Chicago Mercantile Exchange Inc. (“CME” or “Exchange”), pursuant to Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission (“Commission”) Regulation 40.2(a), is self-certifying the listing of an S&P 
Master Limited Partnership (S&P MLP) Index futures contract on Sunday, September 22, 2013, 
for trading date Monday, September 23, 2013. 
 
Please note that the Exchange is submitting CME Submission No. 13-369R to revise the 
language in Chapter 37502.C. Revisions to Chapter 37502.C. are attached with additions 
underlined and deletions stricken-through. No other portion of CME Submission No. 13-369 has 
been revised. 
 
Master Limited Partnerships (“MLPs”) are limited partnerships that are publicly traded on a 
securities exchange, combining the tradability of common stocks with the tax treatment of 
partnerships. Both the interest in MLPs and the number of listed MLPs has greatly increased in 
recent years due to investor interest in the energy infrastructure theme and high dividend 
distributions. 

The Research Department and the Legal Department collectively reviewed the designated 
contract market core principles (“Core Principles”) as set forth in the Commodity Exchange Act 
(“CEA” or “Act”). During the review, we have identified that the new product may have some 
bearing on the following Core Principles: 

 
 Compliance with rules: Trading in this contract will be subject to the rules in Rulebook 

Chapter 4 which includes prohibitions against fraudulent, noncompetitive, unfair and 
abusive practices. Additionally, trading in this contract will also be subject to the full 
panoply of trade practice rules, the majority of which are contained in Chapter 5 and 
Chapter 8 of the Rulebook. As with all products listed for trading on one of CME 
Group’s designated contract markets, activity in the new product will be subject to 
extensive monitoring and surveillance by CME Group’s Market Regulation Department. 
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The Market Regulation Department has the authority to exercise its investigatory and 
enforcement power where potential rule violations are identified. 
 

 Contracts not readily subject to manipulation: The new contract is not readily subject to 
manipulation due to the deep liquidity and robustness in the underlying cash market, 
which provides diverse participation and sufficient spot transactions to support the final 
settlement index as assessed by S&P. 

 

 Prevention of market disruption: Trading in this contract will be subject to Rulebook 
Chapters 4 and 7 which include prohibitions on manipulation, price distortion and 
disruptions of the delivery or cash-settlement process.  As with all products listed for 
trading on one of CME Group’s designated contract markets, activity in the new product 
will be subject to extensive monitoring and surveillance by CME Group’s Market 
Regulation Department.   

 

 Position limitations or accountability: A person shall not own or control more than 5,000 
S&P MLP Index futures contracts or equivalent contracts net long or net short in all 
contract months combined. 

 

 Availability of general information: The Exchange will publish information on the 
contracts’ specification on its website, together with daily trading volume, open interest 
and price information. 

 

 Daily publication of trading information: Trading volume, open interest and price 
information will be published daily on the Exchange’s website and via quote vendors. 

 

 Execution of transactions: The new contract is listed for clearing for trading on the CME 
Globex trading platform. The CME Globex electronic trading platform provides for a 
competitive and open execution of transactions due to its advanced functionality, high 
reliability and global connectivity. It runs continuously, so it is not restricted by borders 
or time zones. CME Globex remains among the fastest global electronic trading 
systems. 

 

 Trade information: All required trade information is included in the audit trail and is 
sufficient for the Market Regulation Department to monitor for market abuse. 

 

 Financial integrity of contracts: All contracts traded on the Exchange will be cleared by 
the CME Clearing House which is a registered derivatives clearing organization with the 
Commission and is subject to all Commission regulations related thereto. 

 

 Protection of market participants: Rulebook Chapters 4 and 5 contain multiple 
prohibitions precluding intermediaries from disadvantaging their customers.  These 
rules apply to trading on all of the Exchange’s competitive trading venues and will be 
applicable to transactions in this product. 

 

 Disciplinary procedures: Chapter 4 of the Rulebook contains provisions that allow the 
Exchange to discipline, suspend or expel members or market participants that violate 
the rules.  Trading in this contract will be subject to Chapter 4, and the Market 
Regulation Department has the authority to exercise its enforcement power in the event 
rule violations in these products are identified. 
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 Dispute resolution: Disputes with respect to trading in this contract will be subject to the 
arbitration provisions set forth in Chapter 6 of the Rulebook.  The rules in Chapter 6 
allow all nonmembers to submit a claim for financial losses resulting from transactions 
on the Exchange to arbitration.  A member named as a respondent in a claim submitted 
by a nonmember is required to participate in the arbitration pursuant to the rules in 
Chapter 6.  Additionally, the Exchange requires that members resolve all disputes 
concerning transactions on the Exchange via arbitration.   

 
The Exchange certifies that this product complies with the Act and rules thereunder. 
 
The Exchange certifies that this submission has been concurrently posted on the Exchange’s 
website at http://www.cmegroup.com/market-regulation/rule-fillings.html. 

If you require any additional information regarding this action, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at 212-466-7478.  Please reference CME Submission No. 13-369R in any related 
correspondence. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Tim Elliott 
Executive Director and Associate General Counsel 

 
 
Attachment: Revisions to Chapter 37502.C (black-lined)

 
 
 
 

 



 
4. Rules Governing S&P MLP Index 

 
Chapter 375 

S&P MLP Index® Futures 

37500. SCOPE OF CHAPTER 

This chapter is limited in application to Standard & Poor’s Master Limited Partnership Index (“S&P MLP 
Index”) futures.  In addition to this chapter, S&P MLP Index futures shall be subject to the general rules 
and regulations of the Exchange as applicable. 
 
For purposes of this chapter, unless otherwise specified, times referred to herein shall refer to and 
indicate Chicago time. 

37501. CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS 

Each futures contract shall be valued at $20.00 times the S&P MLP Index. The S&P MLP Index is a 
modified capitalization weighted index of master limited partnerships as well as publicly traded limited 
liability companies (LLCs). 

37502. TRADING SPECIFICATIONS  

37502.A. Trading Schedule 

Futures contracts shall be scheduled for trading during such hours and for delivery in such months as 
may be determined by the Exchange. 

37502.B. Trading Unit 

The unit of trading shall be $20.00 times the S&P MLP Index. 

37502.C. Price Increments
1
 

Bids and offers shall be quoted in terms of the S&P MLP Index. The minimum fluctuation of the futures 
contract shall be 0.50 index points, equivalent to $10.00 per contract.  Trades may also occur in 
multiples of 0.05 index points, for S&P MLP Index futures calendar spreads executed as simultaneous 
transactions pursuant to Rule 542.A. 

37502.D. Position Limits, Exemptions, Position Accountability and Reportable Levels 

The applicable position limits and/or accountability levels, in addition to the reportable levels, are set 
forth in the Position Limit, Position Accountability and Reportable Level Table in the Interpretations & 
Special Notices Section of Chapter 5.   

A Person seeking an exemption from position limits for bona fide commercial purposes shall apply to 
the Market Regulation Department on forms provided by the Exchange, and the Market Regulation 
Department may grant qualified exemptions in its sole discretion. 

Refer to Rule 559 for requirements concerning the aggregation of positions and allowable exemptions 
from the specified position limits. 

37502.E.  [Reserved] 

37502.F.  [Reserved] 

37502.G. Termination of Trading 

Futures trading shall terminate at the regularly scheduled start of trading at the NYSE on the day 
scheduled for the determination of the Final Settlement Price. 

37502.H. [Reserved]  

37502.I. Price Limits and Trading Halts 

                                            
1
 See Rule 37506.C. (BTIC Orders Minimum Price Increment) for information on the minimum price increment or Tick Size for BTIC 

Transactions. BTIC trades that are completed are based on the closing stock index value, and will be cleared in price increments of 
0.01 index points, because the underlying stock index is reported to a two decimal place level precision. 



 

The primary S&P MLP Index futures contract expiration month, as referenced in this rule, shall be 
determined by the Exchange.  The Exchange shall also determine when the primary futures contract 
month is limit bid or limit offered.  All times referenced in this rule are in Central Time. 
Coordinated Market-Wide Trading Halts:  If a NYSE Rule 80B trading halt is declared in the primary 

securities market as the result of a Level 1 (7%), Level 2 (13%) or Level 3 (20%) decline in the S&P 500 
Index, then trading in S&P MLP Index futures contracts shall be halted. When trading in the primary 
securities market resumes after a NYSE Rule 80B trading halt, trading on the S&P MLP Index futures 
contract shall resume.  At or after 2:25 p.m., the Level 1 (7%) and Level 2 (13%) trading halts in the 
primary securities market are not applicable. Following the declaration of a Level 3 (20%) trading halt in 
the primary securities market, there shall be no trading in S&P MLP Index futures until trading resumes 
on the primary securities market on the next Trading Day. 
 
Reference Price for Exchange Price Limits and Exchange Trading Halts:  Daily price limits in S&P 

MLP Index futures will be established relative to the contract rounded Reference Price (“P”) which shall 
be determined by the Exchange as follows:  
Tier 1 The Reference Price shall be equal to the volume-weighted average price of transactions 

in the S&P MLP Index futures contract executed on Globex from 2:59:30 to 3:00:00 p.m.  
Tier 2 If no transactions occur from 2:59:30 to 3:00:00 p.m., the Reference Price shall be the 

average of the midpoints of each bid/ask spread in the S&P MLP Index futures contract 
during that thirty (30) second interval; however, bid/ask spread pairs wider than two (2) 
ticks (1.00 index points), shall not be included in the calculation to determine the 
Reference Price.   

Tier 3 If the Reference Price cannot be determined pursuant to Tiers 1 and 2 above, designated 
Exchange staff shall consider any other information deemed relevant to determine the 
Reference Price.  Alternatives upon which Exchange staff may determine the Reference 
Price include, but are not limited to, the following: (1) deriving the Reference Price based 
on the basis relationship to the underlying cash index level; or (2) deriving the Reference 
Price by repeating Tier 1 or Tier 2 calculations at increasing thirty (30) second increment 
intervals until data is obtained. 

 
If the Reference Price is not divisible by 0.50 without remainder, then the Reference Price shall be 
rounded down to the closest 0.50 point increment. The rounded Reference Price (“P”) shall be used to 
determine Price Limits. 
In the event of an early close of the primary securities market, the Reference Price shall be determined 
based upon the time period that corresponds to the last thirty (30) seconds of the primary securities 
market trading day. 
For a newly listed contract expiration month, there will be an implied Reference Price created by the 
Exchange for the sole purpose of establishing the Price Limits for the first day of trading.   
 
Exchange Price Limit Levels:  The Price Limits shall be calculated daily based upon the rounded 

Reference Price, P, and the value of the S&P MLP Index available ten (10) minutes after the close of 
the primary securities market (“I”).  The Offsets used to derive the daily Price Limits shall be calculated 
as follows: 

5% 
Offset 

Equals 

 
5% of I, or (0.05 x I) rounded 
down to the nearest 0.50 point 
increment 
 

7% 
Offset 

Equals 

7% of I or (0.07 × I) rounded 
down to the nearest 0.50 point 
increment    
 

13% 
Offset 

Equals 

13% of I or (0.13 × I), rounded 
down to the nearest 0.50 point 
increment    
 

20% 
Offset 

Equals 

20% of I or (0.20 × I), rounded 
down to the nearest 0.50 point 
increment    
 

 
 



 

The daily Price Limits for S&P MLP Index futures shall be calculated as follows: 
 

5% 
Price 
Limits 
 

equals 
P plus 5% Offset, and P 
minus 5% Offset 

7% 
Price 
Limit 
 

equals P minus 7% Offset  

13% 
Price 
Limit 
 

equals P minus 13% Offset 

20% 
Price 
Limit 

equals P minus 20% Offset   

 
 
Exchange Price Limits from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 a.m.:  From the start of the new Trading Day at 5:00 

p.m. until the suspension of trading at 8:15 a.m., there shall be Price Limits for S&P MLP Index futures 
corresponding to a 5% increase above and a 5% decrease below the previous Trading Day’s Reference 
Price.  During this time period, there shall be no trading of S&P MLP Index futures at a price more than 
the 5% Price Limit above, or less than the 5% Price Limit below, the previous Trading Day’s  Reference 
Price.    
If the primary S&P MLP Index futures contract is limit bid or limit offered at 8:15 a.m. and remains limit 
bid or limit offered at 8:25 a.m., then there shall be a trading halt in effect for the S&P MLP Index futures 
contract until 8:30 a.m. During the trading halt, the Exchange shall provide an indicative opening for the 
re-opening of trading in the S&P MLP Index futures contract trading on Globex pursuant to Rule 573.  
Exchange Price Limits from 8:30 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.:  From 8:30 a.m. up to and including 2:25 p.m., 

there shall be successive Price Limits corresponding to 7%, 13% and 20% declines below the previous 
Trading Day’s Reference Price. However, if a NYSE Rule 80B trading halt becomes inapplicable, then 
the corresponding Price Limit in S&P MLP Index futures contracts shall likewise become inapplicable.   
When the primary S&P MLP Index futures contract is limit offered at the 7.0% Price Limit, a 10-minute 
period shall commence.  If the primary futures contract is not limit offered at the end of the 10-minute 
period, trading will continue with the 13.0% Price Limit in effect.  If the primary futures contract is limit 
offered at the end of the 10-minute period, trading shall terminate for a period of two minutes, after 
which time the market shall reopen.  The 13.0% price limit shall apply to such reopening. 
When the primary S&P MLP Index futures contract is limit offered at the 13.0% Price Limit, a 10-minute 
period shall commence.  If the primary futures contract is not limit offered at the end of the 10-minute 
period, trading will continue with the 20% Price Limit in effect.  If the primary futures contract is limit 

offered at the end of the 10-minute period, trading shall terminate for a period of two minutes, after 
which time the market shall reopen. The 20% Price Limit shall apply to such reopening.  The 20% Price 
Limit shall represent the Total Daily Price Limit.  Following a Level 3 market-wide (20%) trading halt, 
trading in S&P MLP Index futures shall remain halted until the open of the primary securities market on 
the following Trading Day. 
Exchange Price Limits from 2:25 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.:  From 2:25 p.m. until the 3:00 p.m. close of the 

primary securities market, only the 20% Price Limit shall apply.   
Exchange Price Limits from 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.:  From the close of the primary securities market 

at 3:00 p.m. until the end of the current Trading Day at 4:15 p.m., there shall be a Price Limit 
corresponding to a 5% increase above the current Trading Day’s Reference Price. There shall also be a 
Price Limit corresponding to either a 5% decline below the current Trading Day’s Reference Price or the 
current Trading Day’s 20% Price Limit, whichever is nearer to the current Trading Day’s Reference 
Price. 

37503. SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES 

Delivery under the S&P MLP Index futures contract shall be by cash settlement. 

37503.A. Final Settlement Price  

The Final Settlement Price shall be a special quotation of the S&P MLP Index based on the opening 
prices of the index components, determined on the third Friday of the contract month.  

 



 

If the S&P MLP Index is not scheduled to be published on the third Friday of the contract month, the 
Final Settlement Price shall be determined on the first earlier day for which the Index is scheduled to be 
published.  
If the primary market for an index component does not open on the day scheduled for determination of 
the Final Settlement Price, then the price of that component shall be determined, for the purposes of 
calculating the Final Settlement Price, based on the opening price of that component on the next day 
that its primary market is open for trading.  
 
If an index component does not trade on the day scheduled for determination of the Final Settlement 
Price while the primary market for that component is open for trading, the price of that component shall 
be determined, for the purposes of calculating the Final Settlement Price, based on the last sale price of 
that component. However, if the Exchange determines that there is a reasonable likelihood that trading 
in the index component shall occur shortly, the Exchange may instruct that the price of the component 
shall be based, for the purposes of calculating the Final Settlement Price, on the opening price of the 
component on the next day that it is traded on its primary market. Factors to be considered in 
determining whether trading in the component is likely to occur shortly shall include the nature of the 
event and recent liquidity levels in the affected component. 

 

 

37503.B. Final Settlement 

Clearing members holding open positions in an S&P MLP Index futures contract at the time of 
termination of trading in that contract shall make payment to or receive payment from the Clearing 
House in accordance with normal variation performance bond procedures based on a settlement price 
equal to the final settlement price. 

37504. [Reserved]  

37505.  [Reserved]  

37506.  BASIS TRADE AT INDEX CLOSE (“BTIC”) TRANSACTIONS 

 A Basis Trade at Index Close (“BTIC”) Transaction is a futures transaction on an S&P MLP Index future 
contract that is priced with reference to the S&P MLP cash index close price for the specific index. 

 The futures price assigned to a BTIC Transaction shall be based on the current day’s S&P cash index 
close price, or the current day’s S&P cash index close price adjusted by any valid price increment (“the 
basis”) higher or lower than the applicable S&P cash index close price. The Basis must be fair and 
reasonable, taking into account financing rates, expected dividend income, time remaining until the 
Equity Index futures contract expiration and any of the factors set forth in Rules 526.D., as applicable. 

 37506.A. BTIC Block Trade Requirements 

BTIC Transactions in S&P MLP Index futures may be executed as block trades pursuant to the 
requirements to Rule 526. Both the block trade quantity and the valid price increment (the “Basis”) for 
BTIC block trades must be reported within five minutes of the agreement of the parties to execute the 
trade in accordance with Rule 526.F. 

 In addition to complying with the reporting requirements set forth above, BTIC block trades for BTIC-
eligible Equity Index futures must be reported to the Exchange at least 10 minutes prior to the 
scheduled close of the underlying primary securities market to establish the BTIC futures price on the 
current Trading Day. The BTIC futures price for BTIC-eligible Equity Index futures orders that are not 
reported to the Exchange at least 10 minutes prior to the scheduled close of the underlying primary 
securities market shall be based on the index close price for the next available Trading Day for the 
primary securities market. 

 37506.B. Price Assignment Procedure for BTIC Futures 

 The futures price of a BTIC Transaction will be determined by the Exchange at 3:45 p.m. Central time 
and the Exchange determined price will be deemed final at that time. In the event of an early scheduled 
close of the primary securities market, the futures price of a BTIC Transaction will be determined by the 
Exchange 45 minutes after the early scheduled close time for the primary securities market and the 
Exchange determined price will be deemed final at that time.  

  



 

37506.C. BTIC Order Minimum Price Increment 

 (Refer to Rule 37502.C.- Trading Specification – Price Increments). The valid Basis of Price Increment 
applied to the index close price to establish the BTIC futures price must be stated in full tick increments, 
e.g. 0.50 index points for S&P MLP Index futures. 

 
37506.D. BTIC Orders Prohibited on Last Day of Trading 

 BTIC orders for BTIC-eligible Equity Index futures may not be initiated on the last day of trading in an 
expiring contract. 

 
 37506.E. Market Disruption Events 

 In the event of an equity market disruption in the primary securities market, a BTIC-eligible Equity Index 
futures block trade order shall be cancelled. Equity market disruption events shall be declared at the 
sole discretion of the Exchange. Equity market disruptions may include, but are not limited to: 

 
1. an unscheduled early closure for the day of the primary equity securities market, or 
 
2. the occurrence of a Level 3 NYSE Rule 80B trading halt that requires an early closure of the       

primary securities market. 
 

  

(End Chapter 375) 

 

INTERPRETATIONS AND SPECIAL NOTICES 
RELATING TO CHAPTER 375 

S&P/Dow Jones Indices LLC (“S&P”) licenses the Exchange to use various S&P stock indices (“S&P Stock 
Indices”) in connection with the trading of futures contracts and options on futures contracts based upon 
such indices. S&P and its affiliates (including Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC) shall have no 
liability for any damages, claims, losses or expenses caused by any errors or delays in calculating or 
disseminating the S&P Stock Indices. 
 
S&P/Dow Jones Indices LLC (“S&P”) and its affiliates (including Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC) 
do not guarantee the accuracy and/or completeness of the S&P Stock Indices or any data included therein. 
S&P and its affiliates make no warranty, express or implied, as to the results to be obtained by any person 
or any entity from the use of the S&P Stock Indices or any data included therein in connection with the 
trading of futures contracts, options on futures contracts or any other use. S&P and its affiliates make no 
express or implied warranties, and expressly disclaims all warranties of merchantability or fitness for a 
particular purpose or use with respect to the S&P Stock Indices or any data included therein. Without limiting 
any of the foregoing, in no event shall S&P or any of its affiliates have any liability for any special, punitive, 
indirect, or consequential damages (including lost profits), even if notified of the possibility of such damages. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


